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Extended abstract

Introduction

Folklore, one of the oldest and most dynamic forms of narrative in Iranian culture, has long
served as a rich medium for expressing human beliefs, fears, desires, and fundamental needs
throughout history. An examination of these texts reveals that a significant portion of their
narrative structure, characters, and events is shaped by mythological and archetypal concepts—
concepts rooted in the collective unconscious and arising in response to humanity's fundamental
questions about life, death, destiny, and the relationship between humans and supernatural
forces. Therefore, archetypes in folklore are not merely tools for enhancing narrative appeal;
rather, they are meaningful and functional elements that elucidate the worldview underlying
these stories.

Relying on the meaning-generating function of archetypes, this study examines six long Persian
folk narratives from a mythological-archetypal perspective. It demonstrates how the authors of
these texts, whether consciously or unconsciously drawing upon archetypes, have created
narratives that both address the psychological needs of their audience and reflect the cultural
structures of society. The analysis indicates that the archetypes employed can be classified into
two main categories based on their function: first, archetypes that seek to explain "life" and
humanity's place in the universe, creating a link between the earthly and the sacred to endow
events with meaning; and second, archetypes that arise from humanity's confrontation with
"death" and the threat of annihilation, expressing fundamental human fears alongside the desire
for survival and immortality. Within this framework, mythologicalarchetypal criticism, as an
efficient approach, makes it possible to explore the hidden layers of meaning in popular literary
texts.

Method
In this article, six works of folklore are examined from a mythological-archetypal perspective
using a library-based research method. By identifying archetypal instances and employing

descriptive and analytical approaches, the study seeks to answer the research questions posed.

Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that archetypes in long Persian folk stories serve a
purpose beyond mere decorative or narrative elements; they function as fundamental structures
in the formation of narrative, characterization, and the conveyance of meaning. The use of these
archetypes enhances the impact of the text and fosters deep connections with the audience.
Since archetypes originate from the collective unconscious, they occur with the highest
frequency, emerging in response to the most significant phenomena of life and death, as well as
the most fundamental questions and fears of humanity throughout history. How humans
confront life and death and their place in the universe has been a central and enduring concern,
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reflected in diverse ways across different cultures.

Based on this, the archetypes used can be examined in accordance with the approach of the
article in two main categories: first, the archetypes that humans have created in facing life and
their place in the universe; Such as communication with the occult, prophecy, world cup, magic,
astrology and tools of knowledge of the unseen. In all these cases, the subconscious mind seeks
to establish a relationship with the supernatural, which shows the human effort to dominate the
forces of nature and physical and physical limitations. These types of archetypes have a
meaningful and guiding function, and by connecting the material world to the sacred realm,
they give conceptual depth to the narratives and interpret the actions of the heroes in the
framework of an all-encompassing order. Second, the archetypes that are the result of man's
encounter with death, the dangers that have always threatened his life, and annihilation, and are
rooted in man's fundamental fear of nothingness and his desire for immortality, A need that has
shown itself throughout the ages in different cultures; Concepts such as the water of life,
physical appearance, long lives, immortality and the wonders of creatures that have appeared in
public literature with various forms and functions.

Mosadegh's analysis showed that although writers of public literature have borrowed many
ancient mythological patterns from Iran's ancient myths and national epics, in many cases there
have been changes and innovations, leading to new literary creations. These changes can be
described as the metamorphosis of archetypes in the transition from epic to public literature.
These changes do not signify a break from the mythological tradition but rather reflect the
dynamism of public literature and its adaptability to the intellectual, religious, and cultural
transformations within society. Generally, the primary function of archetypes in these texts is to
provide meaning to human experiences, address fundamental questions about life and death,
and establish a connection between the mythological past and the current cultural state of
society. From this perspective, public literature not only preserves the mythical heritage of
predecessors but also recreates archetypes through narratives, thereby facilitating their
continuity and revival in the minds and language of the audience. It thus establishes itself as one

of the most important platforms for transmitting the collective unconscious.
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