The Analysis of Creation Methods for Setting in the Story of
"Khorshidshah Falling in Love" from Samak Ayyar

Hirod Soltanian 1*| Saeed Hesampour () 2| Kavoos Hasanli

1. Corresponding Author, Ph.D. Graduate, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Department of Persian
Language and Literature, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran. E-mail: h.soltanian@shirazu.ac.ir

2. Professor of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Department of Persian Language
and Literature, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran. E-mail: shesampour@shirazu.ac.ir

3. Professor of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Department of Persian Language
and Literature, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran. E-mail: E-mail: hassanli@shirazu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: In written narrative, from the perspective of today’s narratology and

Research Article the reader-oriented critical view, imaginative and personal creation
of setting in the mind of the reader is an important phenomenon. Our

Article history: research examines these creations in the story of falling in love of

Received: 27/01/2023 KhorshidShah - the protagonist of the long folktale Samak Ayyar-
Received in revised form: and sketches a precise and part by part development of the narrative
28/08/2023 world drawn from the locations made possible in such settings. This
Accepted: 03/09/2023 article depicts that the narrator of Samak Ayyar, in some cases
describes the setting briefly for the reader; sometimes uses the

Keywords: condensation and saturation of the described setting to achieve
Setting, focalization and adds to its visual effects by describing the details in
Narrative World, order to induce a setting in the mind; and other times leaves the
Map, existence of such locations to the imagination and deduction of the
Narratology, reader to reconstructs those settings of the narrative world, based on
Samak Ayyar. the symmetries available in the text; and in some settings utilizes

both techniques in parallel, in order to introduce more locations. In
this ancient substory, deductive creation of setting is one of the
important elements which is used to develop and complete the other
settings that the narrator has been obligated to describe them in the
text; Also, we saw that by benefiting from the mixture of different
types of setting creation, and the development of the map of the
narrative world in intervals, it is possible to demonstrate much
clearer and completer aspects of the space of long folktales in front
the reader.

Cite this article: Soltanian, H.; Hesampour, S. & Hasanli, K. (2024). The Analysis of Creation Methods
for Setting in the Story of "Khorshidshah Falling in Love" from Samak Ayyar.
Research in Narrative Literature, 13(3), 141-172.

@ @ @ © The Author(s). Publisher: Razi University

BY NC

DOI: 10.22126/1p.2023.8418.1727



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8859-1364
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9683-3573
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1976-7829
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8859-1364
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9683-3573
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1976-7829
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8859-1364
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9683-3573
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1976-7829
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8859-1364
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9683-3573
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1976-7829
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8859-1364
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9683-3573
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1976-7829

Research in Narrative Literature, Vol. 13, No.03, Autumn 2024 (Serial 49)

Extended abstract
Introduction

Important components are necessary in the formation of a narrative, and by focus and
concentration on each component, it is possible to better comprehend its known and unknown
layers and capacities; one of these layers is methods of creation of setting, which was neglected
for long in the early days of narratology, yet later gradually found its prominent position
amongst the scholars. In this research, considering the significance of the uniqueness of the
narrative of Samak Ayyar in the narrative literature of Iran, the effort is made to analyze and
examine closely the methods of creation of setting in the beginning section of this narrative (the
story of the birth of Khorshidshah until his falling in love). Many articles have examined this
folktale treasure that possibly dates back to the Parthian era, one research by Hesampour refers
to the particular attractions it creates through location description of the cities and introduces
that such capacities exist, yet there is no background research performed on the methods of the
creation of settings. The rest of the background in Iranian articles deal with the element of
setting and narrative space on the theoretical part, and are not related the actual text of Samak
Ayyar. This article has a mandate to put the text itself into consideration and carefully dodges
any interpretations or speculations none existing in the text in order to achieve an unbiased and
loyal analysis based solely on the text. The goal of this research is to answer main question such
as:

- What are the techniques used to create a setting in this narrative extract?

- Is it possible to plot the map of the narrative world in order to better demonstrate the relative
correlation of the settings in an incremental fashion and what sort of facilitations does such a
map provide to the mind of the audience of this ancient text?

Therefore, This review also suggests the technique of creation of an incremental map of the
narrative world resulted from the amalgamation of the settings of the narrative as they develop,
and argues that such maps could prove to be invaluable when it comes to comprehension of a
long array of settings and locations that one often encounters in the long folktales.

Method

The original narrative of Samak Ayyar from 6™ century Hijri Qamari and corrected by Khanlari
is analyzed using the library method and exact note extraction. We divide the sub-narrative of
falling in love into three episodes of birth, childhood, and love, in order to achieve a more
tangible comprehension of setting development of the narrative world as it occurs step-by-step.
The new methods and theories related to the modern novel which concern themselves with the
“whys”, such as relations of psychological or phenomenological analysis of the setting, are
disregarded by the article and instead, the focus is put on the “hows”, such as the techniques the
text itself incorporates to achieve the creation of settings, namely through inductive and

deductive methods. Furthermore, the concept of narrative chronotopes is discussed throughout
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the induced settings where a high volume of setting description is used in a very concentrated
amount of text. The assessment is word by word, in order to be able to extract elements related
to setting based on the theoretical tools incorporated by the article. In order to create a better
visual access to an integrated image of the narrative world, these extracted settings are put into
tables and then each data helps create a separate map of the world for each of the three sub-
narratives incrementally. The data are then used to create tables of percentages to be utilized in
the final conclusion.

Conclusion

The narrator often briefly describes the setting to the reader, sometimes uses the condensation
and saturation of the described setting to achieve focalization and adds to its visual effects by
describing the details in order to induce a setting in the mind; and other times leaves the
existence of such locations to the imagination and deduction of the reader to reconstructs those
settings of the narrative world, based on the symmetries available in the text; and in some
settings utilizes both techniques in parallel, in order to introduce more locations. We conclude
that deductive creation of setting is one of the important elements which are used to develop
and complete the other settings that the narrator has been obligated to describe them in the text;
the chronotopes are used to create focalizations on the parts of plot intended by the narrator,
such as on the hill top of the ghastly dessert or inside the tent of the muse. The episodes of birth
and childhood are relatively without focalization but the narrator condenses the settings in the
episode of falling in love and carefully describes little details of the constituent objects, a
technique which is almost extraordinary for such ancient texts. Also, we saw that by benefiting
from the mixture of different types of setting creation, and the development of the map of the
narrative world in intervals, it is possible to demonstrate much clearer and completer aspects of
the space of long folktales, since such mapping creates a more organized temporal
comprehension of the new locations being added visually. These induced and deduced locations
on the map also help imagine a more integrated narrative space without which the reader would

have to rely on sheer memory in a very vast narrative world of the long tale.
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1. narrative world
2. Leibniz



VEF 30 Qliog I 8slod o o 5390 ¢ Sliwld Lod! Lobiing s 1o-

Saas on 5 bilowind &l gL Oz ol w51 5855 Sl Zulss Ol
15,8 0 5035 S
S ol o okt o oS L Ko iS5 e O
POLS kS o ol gt Gl s a5 Ly sl pulil s [ e 3 piie AU
Sprs A5 ke gl 5 Sl AL Okt 4 s o ol ] e Lo soled s
Loissylpe ol o el 03l bo a4 o 45 G Gl 0 LIS G SU s
(ET=f0 Y00 (o sls) (S o |y Sl A Lo U ol SIS 6 L i
(S 3 ek 5 G sl b 1y Dlial 53 35T 55L opl (s pmey S
SF el a 8353l s Glaae g b s e Sl 1L 0T s sl
) O DU (IS (slaniy 3 b o8 diten (blizul slasioms (5 6la > 003 5 sl
1355 oo I Ty 0l g 4 bl (g1 OT S el todkd o oS5 ok 5
s Laiim 5 G s Lala s s LacoiS il o i eiSn | s Lo
S OLetdS oLy [ o] 03 pociins SL3 oot O] S oS o G 1y ookl gy
Al Loy o opliza s (laaiiy b Cralize (o315 Lo )l Cmend (sl ol I
AP Y ol iy g0) (it Cogliz slasjy] o Lo 7 5 Laysl 5 oslie
ol oVl Lleils lod s 4 5 il Glaatms gl SOsSer 4 1l Olalitiyly,

1 S o Sala) bl b g o (sla a3 Skt OLal s, Sl
= Lokt 4S e blit ] 4y Oy Sl Gl Ky o ol Lo
] e 03 (5500 Sl e S0 el el [ lh k3 G o= 5 5 cloabar],
LLiilo 1 i |y (55500 bl ol Olojos corliilsnt 5 dipd o 03l OLE [hon 57 (oS
Doz S 55 a3 0 ilsn U S plesl [l b vasd S SUij s o 05

AFET el s 5 CiS) bl Cs b L6 L2
opdles 5 Syl (slae «Culgy 43 45T Lyl sy o> S L5 e S das o aalsl
(2bdb Ol posdle plaaioes iz S o SOV bajloes 5 baojlazul S5 ke 65,0

Sl e 550 eo)lse opl dan L jls ol a3 55 (ghlees Lailgy blial 5 6 ¢S s 4 U

1. overreading
2. Marie-Laure Ryan
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1. mental simulation of movement
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2. literary cartography
3. Tolken

4. Rowling

5. Dante
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