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The war and its consequences provide the platform for the
overreaching authority of colonialism and the marginalization of the
subjectivity of war-torn citizens, especially women. War marks the
independence of nations and the cultural, social, and gender identity of
humans. On the other hand, the literature and art arising from the war,
all over the world, are full of images of oppressed men and women in
the grip of colonialism, and on the other hand, they show the anti-
colonial efforts of people who cannot bear inferiority and
marginalization. The novel "Pruning”, written by Nasim Marashi, tells
the story of war-torn women in the south of Iran who - unwillingly and
despite the cultural context of the society - try to escape the male
colonialism of the war and gain independence and restore their natural
identity. The main issue of this article is the feminist-postcolonial
reading, in an analytical and descriptive way, of the novel Pruning to
show the main propositions of this point of view in the mentioned
novel. The results of the research indicate that the women in this story
are trying to get rid of the otherness and forced objectification of war
and patriarchal culture and to redefine their agency, effectiveness, and
natural subjectivity of "I" instinctively and emerging from their natural
human-sexual essence. This effort first leads them toward a correct
understanding of their individuality and their original self, and in the
second step, it assists the reconstruction of the society's gender
ideology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The novel Pruning written by Nasim Marashi is the story of the war-torn women of southern
Iran who - unwillingly and despite the cultural context of the society - try to escape from the
male colonialism of the war and gain their independence and natural revival. The main subject
of this article is the feminist-postcolonial reading, analytically and descriptively of the novel
Pruning to show the main statements of this point of view in the said novel.

Methodology:

Feminism based on post-colonial ideas considers woman as a cultural construct. Post-colonial
feminists consider this to be a product of women's unconsciousness and their moving away
from their natural position, under the hegemony of male authoritarian discourse, and they have
always sought to find a suitable place for women and invite them to self-confidence and revive
their identity and personality beliefs. What masculinity and femininity are depicted in "Haras"
novel shows the subjectivity and power of men and the loss and decay of female gender identity
as "other" in male authority. In this article, these two characteristics of the gender ideology
represented in Hares' story have been analyzed and explained by separating the components of
post-colonial feminism.

Results and Discussion:

The novel "Pruning" succeeds in representing the gender ideology in a certain geography of the
world with its own culture and customs and gender stereotypes. The theme of war and its
violent consequences also plays a leading role in highlighting the views and cultural signs that
shape the identity-gender structure of women and men. Brind has clearly reflected the two
colonial issues, patriarchal culture and war - which in the world of nature, is considered a
masculine thing by nature - the division of the male and female world and male subjectivity and
female otherness in the novel. The gender identity of the women in the story (Nawal, her
mother-in-law, the women of Dar al-Talah, etc.) is formed by internalizing the belief that a
woman is an inferior other, and women, like men, define masculinity with traits such as
stoutness, strength, and greater physical abilities (especially the power to fight) is preferable to
their gender identity, which is a cultural and social construction.

Conclusion:

In this colonial and gendered view, being a woman is dignified by being accepted and accepted
by men; Therefore, women use all their efforts to get closer to that "self" defined for them by
the components of patriarchal culture and power (such as giving birth to a boy instead of a girl).
In this novel, the statements of post-colonial feminism, such as returning to oneself, believing
oneself as an original and natural existence (not a weakly held other), trying to redefine the
original gender role and identity, coming out of the shadows and margins, recovering one's
agency with a positive effect On the environment, nature and others after the unwanted



separation of women from men and the patriarchal society, it makes its way into the lives of
women and typically Nawal.

Keywords: Postcolonial feminism, Pruning novel, Self and other, Colonialism, Gender.
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