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Contemporary Persian novelists have made considerable attempts to
adapt various recent western genres of fiction and integrate it into their
work. The Gothic is an example of such efforts. While several Iranian
novelists have practiced the Gothic, rarely have they been able to
produce a full-fledged Gothic novel. In The Story of Javid, Esmail
Fassih has created a Persian Gothic novel. This paper examines the
elements of Gothic in this novel including the setting, thematic
functions, and characterization to see the way Fassih has experimented
the genre. In so doing, the current research highlights the significance
of Fassih’s adoption of the techniques and strategies of the Gothic in
his work.

Moreover, this paper clarifies the extent to which Fassih has been able
to give a Persian touch to a Western genre in The Story of Javid. The
ultimate focus of this study is to examine Fassih’s novel in the way it
connects with its social background.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Since early decades of the 20" century, Persian novelists have made considerable efforts to
provide native versions of various non-native narrative genres into their fiction. Since the
introduction of the novel in Iran, writers such as Mohammad-Ali Jamalzadeh, Sadegh Hedayat,
Bozorg Alavi, Bahram Sadeghi, Houshang Golshiri and many others have represented specific
styles of narration and techniques to distinguish their works from their Western predecessors.
Ismail Fassih, who is more famous for his crime fiction, has done something different in his
novel, The Story of Javid, by creating a Gothic fiction, a genre that rarely appears in Persian
fiction. In Gothic fiction, elements such as setting, character, and theme are used to create a
certain effect in the reader. This article attempts to explore these elements in The Story of Javid
by emphasizing the native aspects of this novel through a discussion of Fassih’s individual style
of writing and the way his work connects to the social backgrounds of the mid-20" century Iran.

Methodology:

Gothic fiction appeared in the mid-18™ century, but evolved in the subsequent centuries and still
has its own audience. The genre has European origins and there have been various outstanding
works of Gothic fiction since its introduction. This literary genre has not been practiced widely
in Iran. Esmail Fassih is one the limited number of writers who have provided Gothic fiction.
This article provides a brief history of the genre and defines some of its main elements as
practiced by the major writers of the mode. Then, a close reading of The Story of Javid will be
provided using the elements of the Gothic. In the meantime, a discussion of socio-political
aspects of Fassih’s novel and the way they connect to the Gothic will be provided.

Results and Discussion:

Death is a key feature of Gothic fiction, which, in The Story of Javid, is intertwined with the
setting and the themes of the story to create a sad atmosphere of stillness and decay. In most
Gothic stories, death and fear appear simultaneously. In The Story of Javid, plot structure uses
suspense, and the key events of the story are connected to death throughout the novel. The
combination of fear and death in Gothic fiction serves to create a deeper effect in the audience.
Horror accompanies death in the novel to create an atmosphere that is reminiscent of the
unconscious states of the mind. In Gothic fiction, characterization moves along the axis of black
and white and the result is that characters are flat and less developed. In The Story of Javid, the
reader encounters flat characters who simply embody the good or the evil. The purity and
innocence of characters such as Javid and Sorayya Khanum, and the mischief and hypocrisy of
characters such as Malekara and Leila highlights the duality of black and white in the novel.

Conclusion:

Esmail Fassih creates a gothic narrative in The Story of Javid, which is not common in
contemporary Persian fiction. The story takes place in the remote past and is part of a history
that no longer exists. The novel depicts a large mansion which contains spooky spaces such as



underground corridors and water storage. The atmosphere of the story contains death and scary
events, and the flat characters display clear duality between good and evil. The duality of good
and evil is the most obvious feature of the story that moves the characters forward. Fassih
depicts an Iranian version of the Gothic. What separates his Gothic fiction from many Western
examples is the social aspect of the story, which deals with the open oppression of the
government agents to the defenseless people, especially to the Zoroastrian minority. Therefore,
Fassih does not simply imitate the Gothic, but provides a Persian model that is reminiscent of
characteristics of the genre, while its social context -which is rooted in a historical reality-
remains native.
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